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SUBJECT: PEKING STRESSING PROSPECT FOR WORLD WAR 

REF: HONG KONG 200 

1. PEOPLE’S DAILY JANUARY 8 CLEARLY EXPRESSED PEKING'S PUBLIC 
PERCEPTION OF A NEW WAR THREAT (REFTEL). A SIGNED ARTICLE 

(JEN KU-PING) WARNS THAT SHARPENING RIVALRY BETWEEN THE SUPER- 
POWERS "IS ENGENDERING THE THREAT OF A NEW WAR. MEANWHILE, A 
REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION IS ALSO DEVELOPING." THIS, OF COURSE, 
PUBLICLY TURNS ON ITS HEAD THE HITHERTO CHINESE WORLD OUTLOOK 
BASED ON MAO’S FAMOUS MAY 20, 1970 STATEMENT THAT "THE DANGER 
OF A NEW WORLD WAR STILL EXISTS. ..BUT REVOLUTION IS THE MAIN 
TREND IN THE WORLD TODAY." 

2. THE ARTICLE CLOSES BY WARNING THAT IF THE SUPERPOWERS "DARE 
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SUPERPOWERS WILL BE "BURIED IN THE RAGING FLAMES OF REVOLU- 
TION." THIS APPEARS TO BE A DIRECT PREDICTION THAT NEITHER 
SUPERPOWER COULD WIN AND THE PEOPLE(UNDOUBTEDLY LED BY THE 
PRC) WOULD EMERGE VICTORIOUS. 

3. CHINESE MEDIA ATTENTION TO THE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW WAR 
THREAT HAS BEEN SHAPING UP IN PROVINCIAL RADIO BROAD- 
CAST OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS (PEKING AND HUNAN JANUARY 1; 

INNER MONGOLIA JANUARY 6; KANSU JANUARY 5; FUKIEN JANUARY 6) 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE STUDY OF THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION, 

AN ACTIVITY WHICH ITSELF SPRANG UP ONLY RECENTLY (HONG KONG 
13591). OBVIOUSLY THERE HAS BEEN SOME CENTRAL INSTRUCTION 
CALLING FOR A DISCUSSION OF THE WORLD SITUATION AND WHICH 
INCLUDES SOME ASSESSMENT OF A WAR THREAT. WE WOULD HOPE TO 
GET A CLEARER PICTURE OF WHAT IS INVOLVED AS MEDIA DISCUSSION 
ADVANCES. WE HAVE NOT NOTED A COMMENTARY WHICH PARTICULARLY 
PEGS THE THREAT TO ONE AREA OF THE WORLD (ALTHOUGH EUROPE IS 
NORMALLY DEPICTED AS THE FOCUS OF CONTENTION AND THERE IS AN 
INCREASING REFERENCE TO THE USE OF OIL AS A WEAPON). THE 
SOVIETS ARE STILL SOMEWHAT MORE SHARPLY ATTACKED THAN IS THE 
US, ALTHOUGH, AS WE HAVE BEEN POINTING OUT, THE US IS RAPIDLY 
GAINING PARITY WITH THE SOVIETS IN MEDIA TREATMENT. IN 
PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS, HOWEVER, THERE IS NO DOUBT THE SOVIETS 
REMAIN THE MAIN ENEMY. 
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